
February 26, 2018 
 
 

Dear Parents & Guardians: 

 

As mentioned briefly in the last post, we have made some changes in our daily procedures here at NCHS to try and keep 

our building as safe as possible.  In light of the recent tragedies that have occurred in schools across the nation, I think 

it’s important to be transparent about the things we are doing at NCHS in our efforts to keep everyone safe.     

 

We have an extra challenge at NCHS because of our size and enrollment.  We have had some great success in working to 

get our students where they need to go at the conclusion of our school day.  Our goal is to have the hallways cleared by 

3:45 so that we can lock our hallways doors.  To help keep our building safe and to help ensure that we don’t have 

students lingering in the building without adult supervision, we are simply asking students to exit the building by 3:45.  If 

students are waiting for a ride, or perhaps want to wait a bit for the parking lot to clear, they may wait in the front of our 

building by the IMC.  Additionally, we have an increased number of students utilizing our after school tutoring program 

in the IMC three days a week.  Therefore, we have staffed that area with additional teachers who can assist in getting 

students checked in and out more efficiently.   

 

As a staff, we have also worked to bridge the communication gap between the administration and teachers.  It’s 

especially important for myself and the administrative team to communicate quickly with teachers in the event of an 

emergency.  So, we are utilizing the “Remind” app as a means of communicating quickly with staff in the building using 

their cell phones.  This allows me to send text messages instantly to the entire staff so that everyone can be on the same 

page quickly in the event of an emergency.  It is faster than email, and provides a reliable and consistent method of 

communication.   I have also reminded our staff to review some of our emergency procedures with their students so 

that we can be as prepared as possible for anything that comes our way and to be vigilant in being visible in our hallways 

and during other activities as possible.   

 

Lastly, we are very fortunate to have a full-time School Resource 

Officer, who is assigned to NCHS every day.  He is an officer with 

the Normal Police Department and works closely with our 

administrators, teachers, and students to help keep our building 

safe and to serve as a resource for our families.  He is present in 

the hallways, checking to ensure doors are locked, meeting with 

students and staff, and supervising larger athletic events and 

extra curricular activities such as basketball games and Prom.     

 

 



 

Safety is the first prioroty in our building.  We are committed to making NCHS as safe as humanly possible.  We will 

continue to remain visible and alert in our building and also continue communicating with our district office to provide 

best practices with regards to school safety!   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NCHS has been a very busy place over the last several weeks!   

 

Student Mentoring at Grove:   We have 12 students mentoring students at Grove elementary school every Tuesday.  

Students from NCHS take their lunch with them, drive to Grove, and report to a teacher to eat and work with a Gator 

over their lunch period.  Tracy Donath at Grove is in charge of the program and our kids are extremely happy to mentor 

our neighbors to the West! 

 

Technical Honor Society:  Congratulations to Bailey Branham, Sydney Buczynski, Jamyria Coleman, Ruben Correa, 

Avery Cummins, Savannah Henson, Logan Huonker, Savannah Karch, Laina Runyon, Meghan Seger, Maggie Stevens, 

Taylor Whetsell and Chloe Wright on their induction to the Technical Honor Society at the Bloomington Area Career 

Center. 

 

Voter Registration:   Mrs. Baker from the Social Studies Department coordinated a Voter Registration Drive and it was a 
success!  NCHS hosted individuals from the League of Women's Voters as well as the NAACP.  Over 30 students are now 
going to be a part of the United States political process!  
 

LUNCH & LEARN 
 

 
Mrs. Fox in the IMC was excited to host another installment of 
Lunch & Learn a few weeks ago!  She hosted Shannon Reedy 
from Miller Park Zoo.  Reedy brought a few animals from the 
zoo with her and provided some interesting information about 
these animals to the more than 250 students who attended 
over our lunch periods.  Shannon visits schools all around the 
area, but rarely gets the chance to speak at high schools, so she 
was very excited to share her knowledge with our students.   
 
Lunch and Learn takes place during all three lunch hours.  
Students bring their lunches with them to the library and are 
excused from homeroom while attending. A special thank you 
to Iron Pride for their kind donation to make the Zoo visit 
possible!  

 

 



  
   

CHESS TEAM 

 

We had a successful tournament at which NCHS ended 
up over all in 6th position on Varsity out of 22 teams 
and 3rd (Recieved a trophy) in Junior varsity.  The ILLINI 
classic tournament was held at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana this weekend. 
 
In addition, the following NCHS students received 
individual medals for their excellent performance in the 
tournament:  Abhiru Raut, Aswath Ramesh, Rahul 
Darbhakul, Srikar Annnapragada & Tarun Maddineni  
 
Later, the Chess Team placed 33rd out of 160 teams at 
the IHSA State Tournament in Peoria.  Tarun Maddineni 
got an individual medal for finishing with 6 wins in 7 
games.   
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
BOWLING 

 

Congratulations to 11th Grader Molly Turek on being named the WJBC Athlete of the Week for the Week of February 6!  
Molly rolled a six-game series of 1,066 to lead three Intercity bowlers who advanced as individuals to the LaSalle-Peru 
Sectional. Molly finixhed 7th out of Regionals and 66th at Sectionals!  Also, congratulations to 12th grader Benjy Mailloux, 
who placed 5th in Regionals, 6th at Sectionals and 71st out of 150 at the IHSA State Tournament in O’Fallon.   
 

 

 
Molly Turek 

 
Benjy Mailloux 

 

 

GOOGLE WINNER 

 

NCHS 11th Grader Mitchell Metivier recently won Best 

Biography for his short film from the GEG Chicagoland 

Student Film Festival.  This is an event sponsored by 

Google and took place on Feb 1st.  Mitch created this film, 

not as part of a class, but rather independently.  At this 

festival, K-12 students are empowered and flex their 

creative muscles.  The goals of the fest are building 

student voice, creating authentic audience and 

empowering student agency.  Mitchell created a film  

based upon the life of a blind student and her day to day 

life.  Mitch’s film is only 3 minutes long, but very 

powerful.  A link to his video is below:  Life in My Shoes 

 

http://bit.ly/2EEQuw5 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2EEQuw5


 

WIG STANDS 

 

Recently, Mrs. Kelly and her extremely talented Art students 

painted 37 wig stands for women undergoing chemo and 

have lost their hair.  This project began last spring when 

some members of the Central IL Woodturners donated 

these stands to female cancer suriviros.  As part of a 

partnership with the Susan G. Komen Memorial Affiliate and 

the Woodturners, a handful of these were shared with 

NCHS to be personalized using the  talents of our art 

students.  What a great experience for our students to give 

back! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Unit 5 is working with the Center for Prevention Research and Development at the University of IL to conduct a survey of 

Illinois middle and high school students.  The purpose of the IL Youth Survey is to better understand IL youth risk and 

protective behaviors as they relate to student problems and academic success.  This survey is typically given every other 

year, and NCHS has been part of this in past years.  This survey is completely confidential, asks for no names or 

idenfitication numbers and will be taken in PE classes on March 21st.   

 

This particular survey asks questions about the personal use of alcohol and other drugs, perception of risks, where 

acessed, consequences of use, approval or disapproval of use, students’ feelings about their school experience, family 



and personal charactiertics, family communication about substance use, feeling about self and moods, and other 

student health behaviors such as food intake, exercise, height and weight.  Again, the survey is completely confidential 

and asks for no identifying information.  If you would rather your child not particpate in this survey, please email Mrs. 

Natalie Shumaker (Asst. Principal) directly and she will inform your child’s PE Teacher.     

 

 
Follow Mr. Chapman on Twitter:  @NCHS_Principal 

 
Follow NCHS on Twitter:  @nchsironmen 

 

 

Important Information/Dates to Remember:   
 

 Student Attendance:  If your student is going to absent at any point during the school day, please call our 
attendance line at 309-557-4450.  
  

 IronPride:  Parents, please remember to like IronPride on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ironprideorganization.   

o The next meeting is Monday, March 12 at 6:30 PM.  We meet in the IMC. 
 

 Unit 5 Late Starts:  March 7, March 21, April 11 & May 9 
 

 Last Day to purchase yearbook:  March 1 
 

 Spring Break (No School):  March 26 – 30 
 

 Board Holiday (No School):  April 2 
 

 NCHS Prom:  April 28 
 

 Senior Picnic:  May 4 
 

 NCHS Graduation:  May 26 – 6:00 pm 
 

Please continue to check our NCHS homepage for updates.  The purpose of our website to help you find information 

quickly, so please know we will continue to do so even though our template has changed.    

Thanks for all you do as parents.  We appreciate your support! 

 

Sincerely, 

Trevor Chapman 

Trevor Chapman 

Principal 

Normal Community High School 

 

“Home of the Ironmen” 

http://www.facebook.com/ironprideorganization

